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the hydrogen bomb test conducted by
Pyongyang’.> While the EU is willing to play a
constructive role, its ability to use the back
channels with North Korea is reduced to only
medium-ranking foreign ministry officials
attending the meetings.® Most importantly it is
not certain if North Korea would view EU’s role

as a spokesperson for American interests.

It is rather surprising to note as to how
countries that desire to resolve the crisis have
failed to take note that an innovative solution is
required. The country has been advancing its
nuclear weapons capability for regime survival
despite isolated. No

being internationally

confidence  building  measures including
inducements in exchange of freezes have worked
in case of North Korea, yet many in the US argue
that compelling the country to “make a stark
choice between regime survival and nuclear

weapons is the best way forward””.

As far as India is concerned, the country has
categorically criticised Pyongyang’s nuclear tests
and exhorted the country to live up to its non-
proliferation commitments. In recent times too,
India had stated that it "deplored"s the latest
nuclear test that was said to have given North
Korea the thermonuclear capability. It had called

upon North Korea to refrain from such action.

However, India has refused to close its
embassy in North Korea and conveyed to the US
that “some level of diplomatic presence was

necessary to keep open channels of
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communication”?. In-fact to this statement the US
too had indicated the Indian office might have
some value to the US as a conduit for
communications. It may be noted that India
actually shares a practical relationship with
North Korea. While it does not support its
nuclear ambitions, it has provided humanitarian
help in the form of medical and food supplies. In
recent years, the bilateral relations have been
steady. When the DPRK Foreign Minister visited
India two years ago (2015), he expressed a
desire to have a greater economic exchange
between the two countries!? This will, however,
be possible if North Korea were to act in such a
manner as to have the sanctions removed from
itself.

(Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this
article are those of the author and do not necessarily

reflect the position of the Centre for Air Power Studies
[CAPS])
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